FACT SHEET

What is female circumcision?

Female circumcision or female genital cutting can be a traditional practice in some communities. It is illegal in Australia.

What does the law say?

Section 74 of the Crimes Act 1900 makes it a crime for a person to intentionally perform female genital mutilation,
circumcision or cutting on another person. The penalty can be up to 15 years imprisonment.

It is not an excuse that the person on whom the female circumcision was performed, or their parent or guardian,
consented to it.

What should | do if someone | know is involved in female circumcision?
@ Assistance

You can call the police for assistance on 000.

@ Advice

For free and confidential legal advice contact the Racial and Religious Discrimination Legal Service Inc on 02 6100
1875 or email admin@racialreligiousdls.org.au

@ Counselling

For free and confidential counselling and information call 1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732.

Racial & Religious Discrimination Legal Service Inc

www.rrdis.org.au

This fact sheet is to be used as a general guide only and should not be relied upon as legal advice.
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